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The Pigeon River Country State Forest (PRCST) comprises about 98,000 nearly
contignous acres, thus providing a large arca for integrated resource management,
The PRCST Headquarters is 13 miles east of Yanderhilt.

Management objectives for the PRCSI as adopted in the forest’s basic plan,

the "Concept of Management,” are to: (1) provide favorable habitat for elk; (2) furnish
food, cover and seclusion for wildlife; (3) provide recreational opportunities for

people in keeping with the quiet, peaceful and wild character of the area; (4) manage
game species for hunting and viewing opportunities; (5) protect water quality and provide
a fishery; (6) manage, harvest and use the timber and mineral resources of the area;

and (7) protect the forest from over-use and over-development which would destroy its
wild character.

The Pigeon River Country has an interesting history. It was logged between 1860

and 1910. During the period of the 1930’s , the area suffered disastrous, uncontrolled
forest fires. Subsequent attempts to convert the land to lfarms resulted in large parts
of the Pigeon River Country returning to State ownership through tax reversion and
purchases.

In 1919, the tax reverted lands were designated as a state forest. Tree planting began soon after. Its Headquarters was
built by the Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC) in 1934-35. Tn 1985, the main office building burned and has been rebuilt
with the help of the Michigan Civilian Conservation Corps and donated funds from many individuals, groups and
companies. v

in 1918, seven elk were released near YWolverine. By 1927 they had multiplied to as many as 500. The elk herd now
numbers about 1,000 animals. Limited elk hunts have been held annually since 1984, Continuing hunts are planned
to achieve a balance between elk numbers, their environment, agricultural damage, and recreational viewing.

The 1970°s brought new concerns to the PRCSF. Oil and gas deposits were found under the south central portion of
the Forest. Exploration and development followed with impacts on recreation and wildlife habitat, Through a
combination of concerns by citizens and environmentalists, court cases, legislative involvement, and administrative
and corporate negotiations, a plan for hydrocarbon resources development was formulated. The results have Dbeen
satisfactory in that exploration and removal of oil and gas is being accomplished, while at the same time,the habitat for
clk and other wildlife habitat, has been successfully protected and maintained. Gas and Oil production under
this carefully administered plan provides revenucs to the State that are averaging $5.6 million per year and
\ total over $50 million.
C The PRCST is home to a wide variety of wildlife species found throughout the Lower Peninsula (LP). Some
\ of these species are rare in the LD such as elk, bear, bobeat, and bald eagles. In 1985, the PRCSF was the first
place in the LP where pine marten were reintroduced. They are doing well. To provide habitat for this
diversity ol species, the forest is managed for a variety of tree species.

The PRCSF also provides many opportunities for forest recreation. It includes seven campgrounds;
00 miles of pathways; 27 miles of horse trails; several special scenic attractions; fishing on

the Pigeon, Black and Sturgeon Rivers as well as on many Iakes and smaller streams; and hunting
for a variety of species.

Timber harvesting is an important part of integrated resource management. It is a valuable tool

for managing wildlife habitat, and provides raw material for many products important to our culture.
The forest industry is an important part of Michigan’s economy. About one worker in every

fifteen employed by Michigan industries is in the forest industry, Decisions for timber

management dre made using an annual planning process in which resource managers from

many disciplines participate. With continued good management, wildlife, recreation,

and folf(}jﬁl' product needs are being fulfilled now as well as for the future.

On Novembeﬁ'], 1990, the Director of the Department of Natural Resources signed

an Order implementing the vehicle aceess plan, making it illegal to operate licensed
vehicles on any roads not designated as open (see map). A previous Director’s Order
made it illegal to opera{¢ unlicensed wheeled motorized vehicles anywhere on State land
in the PRCSF. These actions were taken to help achieve several objectives from the
"Concept of Management", especially "to protect the PRCSF from over-use and over-
development which would destroy its wild character." Yet the PRCSF remains very
accessible to vehicles. Sixty percent of the PRCST is within one quarter mile of

a road, and nincty-cight percent is within one mile of a road.

The continuing challenge is to manage wisely to meet the many stated objectives. .
The vehicle access plan provides room for people to get far enough away from the busy 41.,;
modern world and our mechanized society to again experience the quiet of the natural A

world. At the same time, it also provide arcas where the more shy and reclusive &
animals and birds can live without the constant pressure of human activity. o>
Through seventy-two ycars of management we have progressed from charred stumps ‘ poZl e
and brush to a productive forest of great varicty and beauty. T“’.
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Pigeon River Country Management Unit

The Pigeon River Country Management Unit (PRC) comprises about 105,000 nearly contiguous acres, thus

providing a large area for integrated resource management. The PRC Headquarters complex is 13 miles
east of Vanderbilt.

Management objectives for the PRC as adopted in the Forest's basic plan, the "Concept of Management.”
are to: (1) provide favorable habitat for elk; (2) furnish food, cover and seclusion for wildlife; (3) provide
recreational opportunities for people in keeping with the quiet, peaceful and wild character of the area: (4)
manage game species for hunting and viewing opportunities; (5) protect water quality and provide a fishery;
(6) manage, harvest and use the timber and mineral resources of the area; and (7) protect the forest from
over-use and over-development which would destroy its wild characler.

The Pigeon River Country has an interesting history. It was logged between 1880 and 1910. During the
period of the 1930's, the area suffered disastrous, uncontrolled forest fires. Subsequent attempts to convert

the land to farms resulted in large parts of the Pigeon River Country returning to State ownership through
tax reversion and purchases.

In 1819, the tax reverted lands were designated as a state forest. Tree planting began soon after. The
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) built the Headquarters complex in 1934-35. In 1985, the main office

building burned and has been rebuilt with the help of the Michigan Civilian Conservation Corps and donated
funds from many individuals, groups and companies.

In 1918, seven elk were released south of Wolverine. By 1927 the herd had grown to about 500 animals
and now numbers about 900 animals. Elk hunts have been held annually since 1984. Continuing hunts are
planned to maintain a balance between elk numbers, their environment, agricultural damage, and
recreational viewing opportunities.

The 1970's brought new concerns to the PRC. Oil and gas deposits were found under the south central
portion of the Forest. Exploration and development followed with impacts on recreation and wildlife habitat.
A plan for hydrocarbon resources development was formulated through a combination of concerns by
citizens and environmentalists, court cases, legislafive involvement, and administrative and corporate
negotiations. The results have been satisfactory in that exploration and the removal of oil and gas is being
accomplished, while at the same time, the habitat for elk and other wildlife, has been successfully protected

and maintained. Gas and oil production under this carefully administered plan provides revenues to the
State that are averaging $1 million per year and total over $67 million.

The PRC also provides many opportunities for forest recreation [t includes eight campgrounds; 60 miles of
pathways; 27 miles of horse trails; several special scenic attractions; fishing on the Pigeon, Black and
Sturgeon Rivers as well as on many lakes and smaller streams; hunting for a variety of species.

Timber harvesting is an important part of integrated resource management. ltis a valuable tool for
managing wildlife habitat, and provides raw material for many products important to our culture. The forest
industry is an important part of Michigan's economy. About one worker in every fifteen employed by
Michigan industries is in the forest industry. Decisions for timber management are made using an annual
planning process in which resource managers from many disciplines participate. With continued good
management, wildlife, recreation, and forest product needs are being fulfilled now as well as for the future.

On November 1, 1990, the Director of the Department of Natural Resources signed an Order implementing
the vehicle access plan, making it illegal to operate licensed vehicles on any roads not designated as open
(see map). A previous Director's Order made it illegal to operale unlicensed-wheeled motorized vehicles
(ORVs) anywhere on State land in the PRC. These actions were taken to help achieve several objectives
from the “Concept of Management,” especially "to protect the PRC from over-use and over-development
which would destroy its wild character.” Yet, the PRC remains very accessible to vehicles. Sixty percent of

the PRC is within one-quarter mile and ninety-eight percent is within one mile of the over 260 miles of open
roads in the Forest.

The continuing challenge is to manage wisely to meet the many stated objectives. The vehicle access plan
provides room for people to get far enough away from the busy modern world and our mechanized society

to again experience the quiet of the natural world. At the same time, it also provides areas where the more
shy and reclusive animals and birds can live without the constant pressure of human activity.

Through eighty-two years of management we have progressed from charred stumps and brush to a
productive forest of great variety and beauty.
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